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              STAFF REPORT 
             ACTION REQUIRED 

  
 
Downsview Station – YRT Licence Agreement 
 

Date: April 29, 2015 

To: TTC Board 

From: Chief Executive Officer 

 
Summary 
 
Board approval is required for the five year extension to the Licence Agreement between 
the Toronto Transit Commission and the Regional Municipality of York.  The Licence 
Agreement relates to the use of Downsview Station by York Region Transit (YRT) 
including the station’s bus platform and areas for fare media sales for YRT’s VIVA bus 
rapid transit service.  The VIVA bus service from Downsview Station includes the  
105 Keele North and 107 Dufferin North bus routes.   
 
The current Licence Agreement for YRT’s use of Downsview Station will expire on 
September 30, 2015.  YRT have requested a five year extension to the Licence 
Agreement in order to allow YRT’s continued use of the station as described in the 
Agreement.  TTC Property, Planning and Development, Strategy and Service Planning, 
Finance, and Operating Departments have reviewed and agreed with the five year 
extension of the Licence Agreement.  The continued connection of YRT/VIVA bus 
services at Downsview Station with TTC is important in providing accessible intermodal 
transit options linking the local and regional services.  
 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the Board  
 

1. Approve an amendment to the Licence Agreement for York Region Transit use of 
Downsview Station to include a further five year extension to September 30, 
2020. 
 

2. Authorize the execution of the Second Amending Agreement on terms and 
conditions acceptable to the TTC’s General Counsel. 

 
Implementation Points 
  
The requested extension to the YRT Licence Agreement is the second renewal of the 
agreement (Second Amending Agreement).  The five year renewal will take the total 
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accumulative length of the agreement beyond a ten year period and as a result Board 
approval is required as per Corporate Policy 6.5.0 Authorization for Expenditures and 
Other Commitments.   
 
A copy of the Licence Agreement has been attached as Appendix I and the First 
Amending Agreement is attached as Appendix II. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
The YRT make quarterly payments to the TTC for the use of Downsview Station.  This 
payment includes the proportionate annual maintenance and hydro utility costs for YRT’s 
use of the station.  The payments will increase in 3% increments over each year and are 
collected as a recovery of TTC expenses within the TTC’s operating budget.  The 
projected quarterly payments to be received by TTC are broken down as follows: 
        

Year Maintenance Costs Hydro Costs Total Annual Fee Quarterly Fee 

11 (2015-16) $36,702.78 $1,751.36 $38,454.14 $9,613.54 

12 (2016-17) $37,803.86 $1,803.90 $39,607.76 $9,901.94 

13 (2017-18) $38,937.98 $1,858.02 $40,796.00 $10,199.00 

14 (2018-19) $40,106.12 $1,913.76 $42,019.88 $10,504.97 

15 (2019-20) $41,309.30 $1,971.17 $43,280.47 $10,820.12 
 
The Chief Financial & Administration Officer has reviewed this report and agrees with 
the financial impact information. 
 
Accessibility/Equity Matters 
 
Downsview Station is an accessible station with barrier free paths linking all levels of the 
station including the bus platforms, subway platforms, and the street and concourse levels 
of the station.  All of the YRT VIVA buses are also fully accessible.  The connection of 
VIVA buses at Downsview Station provides an accessible intermodal connection 
between TTC and YRT transit services, which is integral to promoting local and 
interregional travel connections.   
 
Decision History 
 
Refer to Board Meeting No. 1841, dated April 14, 2004.  
“York Region Rapid Transit Plan (YRTP) (Downsview and Don Mills)” 
Link: 
http://www.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Commission_reports_and_information/Commission_meetings/2
004/Apr_14_2004/Other/York_Region_Rapid_Transit_Plan.pdf 
Decision: Approved 
 

http://www.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Commission_reports_and_information/Commission_meetings/2004/Apr_14_2004/Other/York_Region_Rapid_Transit_Plan.pdf
http://www.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Commission_reports_and_information/Commission_meetings/2004/Apr_14_2004/Other/York_Region_Rapid_Transit_Plan.pdf
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Issue Background 
 
In 2004, the Board approved the use of Downsview Station and Don Mills Station by 
YRT, including the bus platforms and portions of each station for fare media sales.  
YRT’s use of these two stations was in support of the York Region Rapid Transit Plan, 
which was an initiative introduced in 2005 in order to promote a rapid bus service within 
York Region. The YRT bus service was implemented on four key transportation 
corridors within the Region: Yonge Street, Highway #7, Vaughan north-south connection 
to York University to Downsview Station, and a Markham north-south route to Don Mills 
Station. 
 
Following Board approval in 2004, the TTC entered into a Licence Agreement with YRT 
for the use of Downsview Station.  A separate agreement was entered into between TTC 
and YRT for the use of Don Mills Station.  The Licence Agreement dated November 23, 
2005, for YRT’s use of Downsview Station went into effect on October 1, 2005 and was 
for an initial period of five years, attached as Appendix I.  The Licence Agreement 
required YRT to pay to the TTC an annual licence fee, as well as the ongoing 
maintenance and hydro costs associated with YRT’s use of the station.  The Licence 
Agreement specified that this licence fee was required in order for the TTC to recover the 
capital costs of the YRT’s use of the station.  The terms of the Licence Agreement stated 
that any renegotiation of the licence between TTC and YRT would take into account that 
the YRT had already reimbursed the TTC in full with respect to its capital costs by the 
end of the initial five year period.          
 
Upon expiry of the Licence Agreement in September of 2010, YRT requested renewal of 
the agreement for an additional five year period.  The First Amending Agreement, 
attached as Appendix II, was executed and went into effect on October 1, 2010.  The 
agreement is now due to expire on September 30, 2015.  The First Amending Agreement 
provided an updated payment schedule which included the maintenance and hydro costs 
associated with YRT’s operation in the station, but not a licence fee.   
 
Comments 
 
The Licence Agreement between TTC and YRT respecting the use of Downsview Station 
for the VIVA bus services is the formal mechanism which facilitates the intermodal 
connection between the two transit services at this station.  These types of connections 
are integral to providing and promoting integrated transit services at the local and 
regional levels.  Staff recommends the execution of a Second Amending Agreement in 
order to extend YRT’s use of Downsview Station in order to support the essential 
connection between the two transit services.      
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Contact 
 
Joanna Kervin 
(Acting) Head of Property, Planning and Development Department 
Tel: (416) 393-7884, Fax: (416) 338-0211, Email: joanna.kervin@ttc.ca 
 
Michael Stevenson   
Development Coordinator – Property, Planning and Development Department 
Tel: (416) 397-8045, Fax: (416) 338-0211, Email: michael.stevenson@ttc.ca 
 
Attachments 
 
Appendix I –   Licence Agreement – Nov 23, 2005 
Appendix II –   First Amending Agreement – Sept 21, 2010 
 
 
 
#03078-20-144 
  

mailto:joanna.kervin@ttc.ca
mailto:michael.stevenson@ttc.ca
http://ece.int.ttc.ca/dc/sp/sppd/_layouts/DocIdRedir.aspx?ID=03078-20-144
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Appendix I - Licence Agreement - Nov 23, 2005 
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Appendix I - Licence Agreement - Nov 23, 2005 
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Appendix II - First Amending Agreement - Sept 21, 2010 
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Appendix II - First Amending Agreement - Sept 21, 2010 
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