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SUBJECT:  ROSEDALE STATION – BUDD SUGARMAN PARK  
 

ACTION ITEM 
 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS
 
It is recommended that:  
 
1. If the Commission wishes to implement the direction given by the TTC 

Property Committee, then it should: 
 

a. approve the proposal brought forward by City of Toronto, Parks, Forestry & 
Recreation and the Toronto Office of Partnerships in a letter to the TTC 
Chief General Manager, dated January 18, 2008 (see Attachment 1), to 
reconfigure the existing Budd Sugarman Park to occupy a portion of the TTC lands 
now used for the bus loop at Rosedale Station; and 

 
b. authorize staff to execute the appropriate documentation with the 

City departments to give effect to this proposal; 
 

2. The Commission’s approval be conditional upon the TTC being provided with a written 
agreement, satisfactory to the TTC, specifying that it will be compensated for: 

 
a. 100% of the TTC’s capital costs required for all physical changes to 

Rosedale Station associated with the proposal, which are currently estimated to 
be $1.7 million (2008 dollars), subject to refinement; and 

 
b. 100% of the TTC’s additional operating costs required for the change in bus 

looping at the station, which are estimated at $175,000 per year, or a present 
value lump sum of $3 million;  

 
3. The Commission note the issues identified by staff as set out in Attachment 2. 
 
 
FUNDING
 
The expansion of the Budd Sugarman Park is to be undertaken at no cost to the TTC with 
100% of all associated capital and operating costs to come from a source outside of the 
TTC. These costs are estimated to be $1.7 million (2008 dollars) in capital, and $175,000 
(2008 dollars) in operating costs per year, with a present value of $3 million.  
 



ROSEDALE STATION – BUDD SUGARMAN PARK Page 2 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND
 
In a letter dated January 18, 2008, from Brenda Librecz, General Manager — Parks, Forestry 
& Recreation, in conjunction with Phyllis Berck, Director — Toronto Office of Partnerships, 
the TTC was requested to review a proposal to reconfigure the bus loop on the 
Rosedale Station lands to accommodate the expansion of Budd Sugarman Park. This request 
arose from an offer from the Budd Sugarman Estate to provide a generous contribution of 
funds for the improvement and expansion of Budd Sugarman Park. 
 
At its meeting of February 25, 2008, the TTC Property Committee had before it the above 
proposal and requested that staff report back with respect to the operating and financial 
impacts of the proposal. The Property Committee received the requested staff report, dated 
June 10, 2008, at its meeting on July 23, 2008, and directed that the expansion of the park 
should proceed provided that the TTC not incur any capital or ongoing increased operating 
costs, Attachment 2. The committee further indicated that staff should bring this matter to 
the Commission for approval. 
 
 
DISCUSSION
 
Under the direction of the Property Committee, TTC staff reviewed the proposal from an 
operating and construction perspective. Staff’s detailed response is set out in a memorandum 
from Mitch Stambler (Manager — Service Planning) dated June 10, 2008, Attachment 2. 
 
Staff do not support the proposal because it would: 
 
• result in an overall worsening of service quality; 
 
• result in more time-consuming looping through unpredictable traffic conditions and, 

therefore, increase operating costs; 
 
The proposal submitted contemplates the replacement of the existing TTC bus loop with a 
north/south bus driveway through Rosedale Station from Crescent Road to Aylmer Avenue. 
This configuration would require that buses loop partially on-street, instead of entirely off-
street, as they do now. Both clockwise and counter-clockwise looping options were 
considered from an operating perspective, and the financial impacts associated with the 
construction costs to reconfigure the loop were also assessed. The preferred option to 
accommodate the park expansion would involve a clockwise looping through the station via 
Crescent Road, Aylmer Avenue, and Yonge Street back to Crescent Road (see sketch in 
Attachment 2). Up to three minutes of additional running time would be needed to complete 
this on-street looping, and approximately 575 customer-trips per day on the 82 ROSEDALE 
route would have their trip extended by this additional time. All users of the route would be 
affected by the reduced reliability of service which would result from buses having to operate 
in congested traffic on Aylmer Avenue and Yonge Street. 
 
 
From a future development perspective, the establishment of a park adjacent to 
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Rosedale Station would effectively and permanently preclude that property from any future 
transit-oriented development, contrary to current municipal and provincial planning policies. 
Although development of this site is recognized to be controversial, future options should be 
kept open for such a prime, publicly-owned site. In the meantime, the area is already 
landscaped and greened, while still being functional for buses. 
 
Preliminary order of magnitude capital costs to reconfigure the existing bus loop are 
estimated at approximately $1.7 million (2008 dollars) in addition to increased operating 
costs of approximately $175,000 per year, which represent resources that could provide 
transit benefits if invested elsewhere in the system. 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION
 
If the Commission wishes to implement the direction of the TTC Property Committee on this 
matter, then the proposal should be implemented only if the TTC is compensated for all 
associated capital and operating costs, as supported by the Property Committee. 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
September 11, 2008 
22-11-5 
Attachments 1 – 2 
 




















